
The Pajarito Environmental Education 
Center’s (PEEC’s) FREE signature 
event, the annual Earth Day Festival, 
returns on Saturday, April 23 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Los Alamos Nature 
Center at 2600 Canyon Road. After 
two years of COVID cancellations, 
the festivities are back in full swing, 
including delicious food, fun activities, 
informational booths, and exciting 
entertainment.

Throughout the day, guests can visit 
a variety of local, regional, and state 
booths with all kinds of activities and 
information to celebrate Earth Day. 

Recycle Man will provide interactive 
entertainment at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
The Hill Stompers will perform at noon.

Enjoy delicious snacks or lunch from 
Pig & Fig Cafe and Muy Salsas. Don’t 
forget that this is a zero-waste event, 
so PEEC encourages everyone to bring 
their own water bottle, utensils, and 
cloth napkins to help reduce the waste 
generated from the festival.

Visit with local, regional, and state 
organizations, parks, and businesses at 
interactive booths. There will be fun 
activities, crafts, and games for all ages. 

Pick up the newest passport booklet, the 
New Mexico Outdoor Pass, and check out 
what’s new in the gardens and planetarium. 

There will be no parking available at the 
Nature Center. Instead, park at the Justice 
Center (across from the Library) and ride 
the free Atomic City Transit bus straight 
to the Nature Center. To learn more about 
this and other PEEC programs, please visit 
losalamosnature.org.

This year the Earth Day Festival is made 
possible thanks to support from PEEC’s 
sponsors: Enterprise Bank and Trust 
and Los Alamos Mainstreet. PEEC also 
partners with Atomic City Transit, Los 
Alamos County Environmental Services, 
Department of Public Utilities, the Zero 
Waste Team, and Los Alamos Daily Post to 
put on this event.

For more information on all PEEC 
programs, visit losalamosnature.org, 
email beth@peecnature.org, or call 
(505) 662-0460.

PEEC was founded in 2000 to serve the 
community of Los Alamos. It offers people 
of all ages a way to enrich their lives by 
strengthening their connections to the 
canyons, mesas, mountains, and skies. 
PEEC operates the Los Alamos Nature 
Center, holds regular programs and events, 
and hosts a number of interest groups from 
birding to hiking to butterfly watching. 

PEEC activities are open to everyone; 
however, members receive exclusive 
benefits such as discounts on programs 
and gift shop merchandise. Annual 
memberships start at $35. To learn more, 
visit peecnature.org.  
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LARES Plan –  Climate 
change represents an 
existential threat to the 
community and the 
world, with impacts 

becoming evident at an 
accelerating rate: hotter 
temperatures, reduced 
precipitation, increasing 
intensity and frequency 

of wildfires, and more 
animals seeking food 

near homes.  

In December 2020, a 
group of concerned residents 

submitted a petition 
to County Council 

requesting action on 
climate change. This 
was the basis for  

the formation of the  
Los Alamos Resiliency, 

Energy and Sustainability Task 
Force (LARES), charged with 

recommending to Council 
greenhouse gas reduction 

and climate change resiliency 
options. The Task Force had one 

year to accomplish this task. The 
recommendations presented 
in the final report offer  

Los Alamos County a place 
to start.  

The report contains 
six focus areas: General 

Recommendations; Natural 
Gas Reduction; Electricity; 
Transportation & Mobility; 

Waste, Consumption & 
Natural Resources; and 

Community Planning, all 
aiming to reduce the County’s 

carbon footprint and enhance 
sustainability.  

The Task Force’s 
recommendations are 
intended to assist the 

community as a whole 
(exclusive of Los Alamos 
National Laboratory) in 
reaching its carbon-reduction 

goals. County governments 
can and should assist 

residents as they seek ways 
to reduce their own carbon 

footprints. Of course, county 
governments should lead by 

example through their own 
operations as well. 

Los Alamos County has 
already taken some action to 

address climate change in several 
ways. Since its founding, 
Los Alamos has been an 
innovator, a leader, and a hub 

of scientific research. It must 
continue to lead the way by 

addressing climate change and 
creating a sustainable future 
for generations to come. The 
community must create a 

climate change action plan 
to be resilient as things 
change so generations to 
come will be able to thrive. 

Making significant progress 
against climate change will take 

every stakeholder in our 
community: the County, 
the Lab, the Schools, local 
businesses, and residents. 

As the saying goes, we need to 
“think globally, act locally.”  

To read the Los Alamos 
Resiliency and Environmental 
Sustainability Task Force 

Final Report, including 
the specific recommendations 

for the immediate, short-term, 
medium-term, long-term and 

ongoing future, visit lacnm.com/
LARESPlan .

Conservation Initiatives 
Funded by the LA Green 
Program – On April 20, 2022, the 
Department of Public Utilities (DPU) 
asked the Board of Public Utilities 
(BPU) to approve LA Green funds to 
be spent on conservation programs to 
help the Department move toward long-
term conservation goals (results of the 
meeting were not known at the time of 
publishing). Conservation programming 
would include the purchase of energy- 
saving, electric appliances for 
demonstration purposes and placement 
of these appliances at the White Rock 
Complex where customers can see, touch, 
and use them to encourage adoption 
of like items. Additionally, DPU’s 
Conservation Coordinator will be able 
to use the appliances in programming 
that will include demonstrations and 
workshops, community gatherings where 
participants can bring their own lunch to 
cook on an induction stove top, a portable 
appliance checkout program, and more. 
Encouraging adoption of such energy-
saving appliances is an important method 
for DPU to reach its long-term goal of 
carbon neutrality and elimination of 
natural gas.  

DPU also asked for the funds to 
purchase, install, and manage operation 
of two DC Fast Chargers for electric 
vehicles. If approved by the BPU the 
item will go to the May 3, 2022 County 
Council – regular session meeting for 
final funding approval.

Water Bottle Filling Stations – 
Los Alamos County Community Services 
Department, the Environmental Services 
Division, and Pajarito Environmental 
Education Center worked together and 
received a New Mexico Clean and 
Beautiful Grant to supply three heavy 
duty, touchless, water bottle filling 
stations to be installed at high-use, 
outdoor, public locations within Los 
Alamos County. Two identified locations 
include Ashley Pond Park – a hotspot 
for outdoor activities and home to the 
Summer Concert Series, and Overlook 
Complex in White Rock – which hosts 
a large collection of athletic fields, 
special use fields, trailheads, and other 
amenities. These filling stations are 
intended to help reduce the number of 
plastic bottles and encourage visitors and 
residents to fill up their reusable bottles 
when they are out and about.

Pest Management Plan –
Los Alamos County has instituted an 
Integrated Pest Management Plan, 
effective April 1, 2022. The IPM is 
a strategy that focuses on the long-
term prevention or suppression of 
pest problems with minimum impact 
on human health, the environment, 
and non-target organisms. The 

Community Services Department 
(CSD) in partnership with other County 
Departments have developed an advance 
notice system to better inform the public 
of when an area is scheduled to be 
treated. All notices will be posted in the 
area 72 hours in advance and will remain 
24 hours after treatment. Additionally, 
all notices, current and past, will be 
available on the Los Alamos County 
Parks website: lacnm.com/Pesticide.
 
E-Buses are on the Horizon –  
Atomic City Transit is working 
to secure two electric buses for Los 
Alamos County, as well as install the 
infrastructure needed to charge them. 
The new buses are expected to provide 
service for the Route 1 – Downtown 
Circulator. The transit industry is 
rapidly transitioning to battery-electric 
vehicles, with more and more cities 
making commitments to zero-emission 
transportation. Electric buses provide the 
perfect solution for public transit fleets 
to reduce emissions and improve air 
quality in the communities they serve. 
In addition, e-buses are also far more 
economical than conventional transit 
vehicles, with no engine, fuel system, 
cooling system or exhaust system to 
maintain.

Protecting the Environment 
Inside the Station and Out – 
Los Alamos Fire Department (LAFD) 
has kicked off their Station 5 Rebuild 
Project in partnership with Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. The new station 
will include e-truck charging stations, 
allowing LAFD to pursue purchasing 
new hybrid fire trucks. The new trucks 
reduce emissions, minimize fuel, and 
produce less noise with no compromise 
on apparatus features, performance, 
functionality and safety. The chassis 
will operate under electric power in 
all normal operational situations and 
will leverage the internal combustion 
engine for backup power in extended 
emergency operations. The driveline 
allows for zero emissions during quick 
attack responses and has the ability 
to transition seamlessly to internal 
combustion power for extended pumping 
operations.    

LAPD FY23 Budget Option for 
Electric Police Cruiser –
The Los Alamos Police Department is 
including an option in the FY23 proposed 
budget to purchase their first electric 
police cruiser. This purchase will kick off 
evaluation of electrification of the police 
fleet – an LAPD sustainability goal. 

Los Alamos County Open 
Space & Trails – Did you know 
Los Alamos County has an Open Space 
Management Plan? The Plan, adopted 
in May 2015, provides a guiding 
framework for effective stewardship of 

the County’s outstanding open space 
resources by identifying a County 
Open Space System. The Plan suggests 
projects to restore or maintain ecosystem 
health and to provide outdoor recreation 
experiences, while maintaining flexible 
long-term strategies that adapt to 
changing conditions.  

As environmental conditions change 
due to wildfire, climatic changes, and 
increasing human impacts, Los Alamos 
County must actively manage the natural 
and cultural resources on 4,000 acres of 
open space.  

The open space and wildlands of Los 
Alamos County are important because 
of their aesthetics, watershed protection, 
wildlife habitat, recreational use and 
contribution to the quality of life in Los 
Alamos. These woodlands, canyons, 
and forests are also an integral part of 
the County’s infrastructure and like 
other types of infrastructure, such as 
roads, utilities, and buildings require 
attention and maintenance to promote 
longevity and proper function. Forests 
and grasslands are important for flood 
control and local temperature regulation; 
healthy forests provide protection from 
wildfire; clean, open drainages provide 
locations to replenish groundwater 
supplies; and, well-managed landscapes 
create vistas and a welcoming backdrop 
to the town.  

Defining open space and actively 
managing it addresses several goals 
stressed in the Los Alamos County 
Council’s 20-Year Strategic Leadership 
Plan. Protecting open space enhances 
“Quality cultural and recreational 
amenities” by maintaining the scenic 
and recreational qualities of the County. 
Clearly identifying open space parcels 
is part of the goal for well-planned 
commercial and residential growth. 
Outlining management strategies 
addresses the goal of “Enhancing 
environmental quality and sustainability” 
through protection of natural and cultural 
resources and wildland fuel reduction.  

The Los Alamos County Open Space 
Management Plan is intended to provide 
an outline for active stewardship of 
Los Alamos County natural areas 
and to identify a contiguous Open 
Space System managed in a consistent 
manner and providing corridors for 
outdoor recreation, wildlife movement, 
ecosystem processes, and wildland fuel 
management. 

Elements of the Plan provide continuity 
of guidance to County staff for the next 
twenty years. It recognizes the County’s 
rich ecological, geographic, and cultural 
resource heritage and the values placed 
on these lands by Los Alamos County 
residents.  

To read the plan, as well as find 
information about the Los Alamos  
County Trail Network, natural resources, 
vistas and viewpoints, and cultural and 
historical resources, visit lacnm.com/
Parks-Trails 
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Wild areas, such 
as rock piles, 
heaps of brush, 
snags, hollow-
stemmed plants, 
and bare ground 

all serve as possible nesting sites 
and should be protected. Habitat 
preservation is an important step in 
helping native pollinators.  

Pollination must occur for a plant to produce 
fruits, seeds, or young plants. Pollinators are 
organisms that facilitate plant reproduction 
by moving pollen from the male part of 
the flower to the female part of the same or 
another flower. Pollinators are responsible 
for helping over 90% of the world’s 
flowering plants reproduce (Ollerton et al. 
2011) and are therefore critical to the food 
supply, as well as to the health and resilience 
of ecosystems.  

Animal pollinators include species of ants, 
bats, beetles, birds, butterflies, flies, and 
bees. Bees are the dominant pollinators in 
most ecosystems and nearly all bees are 
pollinators. Although most are familiar with 
the (commonly) domesticated European 
honeybees that live in communal hives, 
most native bees are solitary, and the 
greatest abundance of native wild bees 
is suspected to be in semi-desert, arid 
shrubland environments, especially within 
southwestern North America.  

There is mounting evidence of the 
decline of pollinator species all over 
the world (Zattara and Aizen 2021) and 
consequences in many agricultural areas 
could be significant (Gallai et al. 2009). 
Pollinator declines are attributed to loss 
of habitat, pesticide exposure, diseases, 
parasites, drought induced climate change, 

and effects of invasive species (Cameron 
 But YOU can help! Planting a diversity 
of floral species has been found to support 
increased bee and pollinator species 
diversity and abundance (Ebeling et al. 
2008). By providing floral resources that 
are food for native bees it can help offset 
the effects of climate-change-induced 
drought and habitat loss.  

Planting native drought tolerant plant 
species can make a big impact for local 
bees! It is essential, however, to ensure 
plants are free of all systemic pesticides, 
not just neonicitinoids. Kaitlyn Hasse of 
the Xerces Society and Santa Fe Bee City 
can provide information for local source 
for pesticides-free plants. 

Some plant species that will benefit 
pollinators—most of which are found 
at local nurseries—include penstemons, 
asters, primrose, Maximilian’s daisy, 
globemallow, coneflowers, horsetail 
milkweed, spider milkweed, butterfly 
(milk)weed, bee balm, chocolate flower, 
Rocky Mountain bee plant, firewheel, 
apache plume, desert willow, and chamisa 
(Xerces Society 2020, LANL 2021). See 
this website for more details: https://
xerces.org/sites/default/files/20-028_3pg.
pdf 

 Along with bees, many beneficial insects 
and pollinators overwinter in soil burrows 
as either eggs, pupae, or adults. Some 
examples include the hummingbird 
clearwing moth, soldier beetles, and many 
native bees. Covering the ground with 
a layer of mulch too early in the spring 
may block their emergence. Hold off on 
mulching chores until the soil dries out a 
little and the weather warms giving these 
creatures a chance to emerge. 

 Many insects also nest in or overwinter 
(pupate) on dead stems of flowers and 
shrubs. Help by being smart about garden 
clean up. Ideally, wait until the daytime 
temperatures are consistently above 50ºF 
for at least 7 consecutive days before 
cutting down dead stems. Alternatively, 
toss cut perennial and woody plant stems 
onto the compost pile very, very loosely, 
or spread them out at the edge of the 
woods or in an out of the way location. 
Many of the insects taking shelter inside 
the plant stems will still be able to emerge 
when the time is right.  

Another option is to take the cut stems and 
gather them into small bundles lean them 
against a tree or a fence at an angle. Again, 
the insects sheltering inside of them will 
emerge when they’re ready. A bonus of this 
method: More insects, especially native 
bees, will move into the stems and possibly 
use them as brood chambers all summer 
long, which can help pollinate your garden! 

For more information, check out the Los 
Alamos County Environmental Services 
webpage at www.losalamosnm.us/
gogreen. For those with questions or 
concerns, please contact Environmental 
Services at 505-662-8163 or solidwaste@
lacnm.us

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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Earth Day - LAC Employee  
4/22/2022 @ 11:00am-1:00pm 

Environmental Services, ESB and the Zero Waste 
Los Alamos Team will be hosting a Los Alamos 
County Employee Earth Day event at the Municipal 
Building. The main activity will encourage County 
employees to lead by example. In return they will 
be given a reusable glass plate to paint at the 
event. It’s going to be a lot of fun!   

Earth Day - PEEC  
4/23/2022 @ 10:00am-2:00pm 

Read the article on page one to learn about all the 
festivities!  

AMI Service Help Sessions 
Fridays 4/29, 5/6, 5/13/2022 @ 12:00-
1:00pm in the Municipal Building Lobby 

Let the Los Alamos County Department of Utilities 
(DPU) help you set up your Automated Metering 
(AMI) Self Service Login! Bring your smart phone 
or tablet (not required), and DPU will help you get 
started. For more information, call the Customer 
Care Center at 505-662-8333.  

Backyard Composting in  
Los Alamos County 
Thu, May 12, 2022 - Fri, May 20, 2022   
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Pickup at the Eco Station 
3701 E. Jemez Road 
Admission: Free.  

Do you want to start backyard composting but 
don’t know where to start? Do you want a self-
contained compost tumbler that needs minimal 
maintenance and keeps critters out, plus a kitchen 
countertop container to hold your food scraps and 
some guidance about the composting process? 
This is the program for you!  Los Alamos County 
Environmental Services, PEEC, the Zero Waste Los 
Alamos Team, and Keep New Mexico True have 
teamed up to bring FREE backyard composting 
kits to Los Alamos County residents! Participants 
get a kitchen compost container to collect food 
scraps, a compost tumbler for your backyard, a 
brochure to answer the most common questions 
about composting, and magnets with quick tips for 
composting and food waste prevention. Sign up 
or learn more at: https://peecnature.org/
events/details/?id=38976 

Zero Waste Champion of the 
Year Presentation 
6/3/2022 @ Chamber Business 
Awards Ceremony 

To promote environmental sustainability and zero 
waste in the community, as well as to encourage 
more local businesses and schools to participate 
the Los Alamos County Environmental Services 
Division and the Environmental Sustainability 
Board are sponsoring the 2022 Zero Waste 
Champion of the Year award. For more 
information, please contact solidwaste@lacnm.us 

Recycle Art Fashion Show at 
ScienceFest  
7/16/22 @ 12:00pm 

Los Alamos Public Schools and Los Alamos 
County Environmental Services will host a fun 
and interactive Recycle Art and Fashion Show 
at the 2022 ScienceFest. Creating art and 
fashion from otherwise discarded materials 
helps bring awareness to the value of these 
materials. This raises awareness about 
recycling, reusing, reducing waste and the 
importance of purchasing recycled products 
to close the loop. Entry form located online at:  
lacnm.com/ESD-Events
Submit entry form by July 6, 2022 to: 
Email solidwaste@lacnm.us; Mail to 
Environmental Services, 3701 E. Jemez Road, 
Los Alamos, NM 87544: For more information 
contact sonja.martinez@lacnm.us.  

Clean Up Los Alamos Day 
8/20/2022 @ Locations throughout 
Los Alamos 

The 19th Annual Clean Up Los Alamos Day will 
be held on Saturday, August 20, 2022 this year. 
The event is open to volunteers of all ages who 
want to keep Los Alamos litter free. In the morning, 
volunteers will clean up litter in a designated area of 
their choice in Los Alamos County. In the afternoon, 
volunteers come together for an appreciation 
luncheon at Ashley Pond Park stage. Participants 
get an extra free trip at the Eco Station and Overlook 
Station for residents! Remember, every day is Clean 
Up Los Alamos Day! For more information, please 
contact solidwaste@lacnm.us

Operation Save the Bears  
 is an initiative by Los Alamos 
County Environmental Services to 

deploy bear-resistant dumpsters and roll 
carts for all Los Alamos County businesses 
and residential households. In FY22, the 
County Council allocated $2.4 million to 
implement the project. As bear-resistant 
dumpsters and roll carts are deployed, 
existing trash dumpsters and roll carts will 
be collected and repurposed as recycle 
dumpsters/roll carts or salvaged depending 
on their condition.  
 
The initiative is focused on protecting 
Los Alamos County citizens, as well as 
bears living in the surrounding environs, 
by reducing the number of human/ bear 
encounters. Bears are extremely intelligent. 
Traditional trash dumpsters and roll carts 
are an easy food source and once bears 
consume human food, they become 
habituated and will return to the original 
food source year after year. This becomes 
a learned behavior, with mothers teaching 
their cubs. Bears that lose their natural 

fear of humans and human activity are 
more likely to become problem bears 
and be involved in negative human/bear 
encounters. Problematic bears could 
be relocated once or twice and then 
euthanized if the problem continues. 

Bear-resistant dumpsters and roll carts 
prevent bears and other wildlife from 
rummaging through trash in search of 
food. Replacing every traditional trash 
dumpster and roll cart in the County with 
a bear-resistant dumpsters and roll carts 
will secure this food source and encourage 
bears to search for food in the wilderness 
and not in residential and business 
neighborhoods, reducing the number of 
human/bear encounters, and preventing the 
learned behavior from being passed down 
to new generations of bears. 

Deployment will include both White 
Rock and Los Alamos and will encompass 
collecting and replacing all 260 trash 
dumpsters (commercial customers) 
and 7,200 trash roll carts (residential 

customers). Environmental Services plans 
to implement Operation Save the Bears 
as quickly as possible and will begin 
replacing existing trash dumpsters and roll 
carts with bear-resistant ones in May 2022. 
The project will continue until completion, 
anticipated in June 2023.  

How Can I Participate in Operation Save 
the Bears? Residents and businesses do not 
need to register. Environmental Services 
will distribute your bear-resistant dumpster 
or roll cart sometime between May 2022 
and June 2023. Once you’ve received your 
new dumpster or roll cart, bag all trash, 
and fully close the bear dumpster or roll 
cart each time you open it.  

 Remember, a fed bear is a dead bear. Please, 
do not feed the bears and remember to 
remove or secure other food sources (e.g., 
fruit trees) or items (e.g., bird feeders) that 
may attract bears to your yard.  

For additional information contact 
solidwaste@lacnm.us or call 505.662.8163 

Pollinators: A Message From The 
Zero Waste Team & Bee City Team
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Bandelier Shuttle 
The Atomic City Transit Bandelier Shuttle 
is a seasonal service that runs through 
the summer and fall and is operated 
in partnership with the National Park 
Service. Los Alamos County and the 
Atomic City Transit are in the process 
of renewing this service for the next five 
years. Check out Bandelier’s National 
Park Service website at nps.gov/band for 
updates on when the shuttle service will 
begin. 

Environmental 
Sustainability Efforts at 
Ashley Pond Park  
This year the Zero Waste Summer Concert 
will be June 3rd – kicking off with a ribbon 
cutting for the Ashley Pond Park water 
bottle filling station. Ashley Pond Park hosts 
15 FREE Summer Concerts right in the 
heart of downtown, drawing in thousands 
of attendees. Having a water bottle filling 
station at this site benefits concert attendees, 
visitors, lunchtime picnic crowds, as well as 
many other events and activities held at the 
park throughout the year. 

Los Alamos Area Trail 
Network  
From the banks of the Rio Grande to the 
summit of Pajarito Mountain, Los Alamos 
area Trail Network offers over 5,000 
vertical feet and more than 200 miles of 
developed trails. The trails weave through 
and around neighborhoods, businesses and 
open space, and traverse mesas, canyons, 
and mountains, with varying terrain for 
hiking, running, biking and snow sports, 
depending on the weather. There’s a trail 
outside every door—get out and explore! 
 
A full Trail Network map, as well as 
trailhead guides are available at the Los 
Alamos Nature Center, all three Visitor 
Centers, in the Los Alamos County 
Municipal Building, and online here:  
lacnm.com/Parks-Trails. 

Refer to the guides for full trail 
descriptions, maps, and directions to the 
trailhead itself. Maps are also available on 
the Los Alamos Trails and All Trails apps.  

Family Friendly Hiking & 
Biking Trails  
Los Alamos has a wide variety of trails 
that appeal to most skill and fitness levels. 
Find a list of trails that accommodate 
family hiking and biking fun at lacnm.
com/Parks-Trails. 

Visit the Los Alamos Nature Center to 
pick up a Passport to the Pajarito Plateau 
for a fun way to get outside and explore 
our beautiful trails together! As you hike 
the trails shown inside the passport, look 
for a wooden post or a bench with a small 
plastic plate on it, make a rubbing with 
your crayon, and receive prizes as you 
complete each Passport! Get started today 
by visiting losalamosnature.org/passport.    

Dogs on the Trails  
Help your dog share the trails! On Los 
Alamos County trails, all dogs must be 
on a leash when within 100 yards of a 
trailhead, and under voice and sight control 
at all times. When you see approaching 
hikers and dogs, ensure your dog is under 
your control as soon as possible.  

NMSU Cooperative 
Extension 
Cooperative Extension Service provides the 
people of Los Alamos County and Northern 
New Mexico with practical, research-based 
knowledge and programs to improve their 
quality of life. The service specializes in: 
Horticulture & Plant Problems, Health & 

Family Issues; Food & 
Nutrition Programs; Youth 
development, and NM 
Health Support during 

COVID-19 times. 

Visit losalamosextension.nmsu.edu to find 
information about upcoming workshops, 
the Los Alamos 4-H Club, the Master 
Gardeners, participating in the County Fair 
exhibits, and much more! 

Los Alamos Master 
Gardeners 
Master Gardeners are volunteer educators 
who work within their communities to 
encourage and promote environmentally 
sound horticulture practices through 
sustainable landscape management 
education. As an educational program of 
the New Mexico Cooperative Extension 
Service, Master Gardeners bring the 
resources of New Mexico State University 
to the citizens of Los Alamos County. The 
Los Alamos Master Gardener program 
is made up of more than 35 active and 
certified Master Gardener volunteers from 
throughout the county who contribute 
over 5,000 hours of volunteer service each 
year, with twenty-five new volunteers are 
trained annually.  

 Extension Master Gardeners work 
specifically toward the following goals:
  
• Enhancing the environment through 

sustainable landscape practices  
• Using horticulture and landscaping to 

positively impact youth  
• Using horticulture and landscaping to 

promote community development and 
economic growth 

• Using horticulture to improve the 
overall quality of life for Los Alamos 
County citizens

Locally, Los Alamos Extension Master 
Gardeners make a difference by 
participating in specific projects including:  

• The Los Alamos Demonstration 
Garden, a garden of demonstrating the 
use of native & adapted plants  

• The Los Alamos Biennial Garden Tour, 
organizing and introducing private 
gardens in Los Alamos & White Rock 
to the general public 

• The Public Library Book Drive, 
providing gardening resources to Los 
Alamos Public Library  

• The LAPS Science Fair, providing 
scholarships for science fair 
participants 

Los Alamos Demo Garden
The Los Alamos Demonstration Garden 
(Demo Garden) is a Public Education 
Garden maintained by the Los Alamos 
Master Gardeners organization, in 
conjunction with the Los Alamos County 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Division and the New Mexico State 
University Los Alamos County 

Cooperative Extension Office. The 
Garden is located on the South side of 
Central Avenue, between Ashley Pond and 
Oppenheimer Drive. It is always open to 
the public and is handicap accessible. 
The Garden has an interactive website to 
introduce you to the different garden areas. 
Find vegetables and berries, perennials, a 
sensory garden, the butterfly garden, and 
so much more. Visit the website to tour the 
garden and learn what you can discover 
each season and how you can participate! 
http://lamgonline.org/DemoGarden.php 

Leave No Trace — 
There’s no substitute 
for nature
From neighborhood walks to backcountry 
treks, we’re drawn to it. It sustains us. 
Connects us. Inspires us. There is a place 
for everyone in the outdoors. 

When you Leave No Trace, you show 
you care. 

And that makes the difference. Because 
when we all do our part, we keep forests 
healthy, protect our parks, keep wildlife 
strong and ensure everyone is welcomed to 
enjoy these remarkable places together. 

No matter where or why you get outside, 
it’s yours to protect. It’s Your Nature. 
 
The Seven Principles of Leave No Trace 
provide an easily understood framework 
of minimum impact practices for anyone 
visiting the outdoors. The Principles can 
be applied anywhere — from remote 
wilderness areas, to local parks and even 
in your own backyard. They also apply to 
almost every recreational activity.  
• Plan Ahead & Prepare 
• Travel & Camp on Durable Surfaces 
• Dispose of Waste Properly 
• Leave What You Find 
• Minimize Campfire Impacts 
• Respect Wildlife 
• Be Considerate of Others  
 
To find detailed information, tips and 
resources for each of the Seven Principles, 
visit the Leave No Trace website here: 
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/ 
 
The Leave No Trace copyrighted Seven 
Principles, trademarked logo, associated 
artwork and texts are the property of Leave 
No Trace. With permission from Leave No 
Trace and under specific circumstances, the 
organization extends use of its logos and texts.

Environmental Sustainability In Your Community

The Los Alamos Master Gardeners Demonstration Garden at Central Avenue and Oppenheimer Drive. 

Riding along Canyon Rim Trail.  
Courtesy/LAC

http://nps.gov/band
http://lacnm.com/Parks-Trails
http://lacnm.com/Parks-Trails
http://lacnm.com/Parks-Trails
http://losalamosnature.org/passport
http://losalamosextension.nmsu.edu
http://lamgonline.org/DemoGarden.php
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/
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Family Food Waste 
Prevention Pledge – 

Taking the Family Food Waste Prevention 
Pledge will save your household up to 
$1,500  per year and significantly reduce 
the amount of wasted food that goes into 
our landfill. 

 The Pledge 

We will not waste food on our plates: at 
home, in lunches, or eating out. 

We will make a shopping list before going 
to the grocery store. 

We will “shop” in our own fridge and 
pantry to know what we already have. 

We will not overlook slightly imperfect 
produce.  

We will use older food FIRST before using 
newer food. 

We will plan for leftovers and eat them. 

We will freeze excess food to be used at a 
later time. 

We will properly store dairy, fruits & 
veggies to ensure a longer shelf life. 

We will share excess food with others to be 
sure it does not go to waste.  

We will encourage others to reduce their 
food waste. 

We will use our senses to see if food is still 
good, and not go solely by the “best by” or 
expiration date. 

We will designate one day per week as 
“Just Eat It” Day, to use up leftover food. 

Eat it, Store It, Share It, 
Just Don’t Waste It 

Why Zero Waste?

Zero Waste means waste prevention, 
through conscious consumption and 
conservation, and reducing trash sent 
to landfills, by reusing, recycling, and 
composting. Zero waste helps preserve 
our environment by moving away from 
a “disposable economy” and taking 
responsibility for our use of resources 
now, so that future generations can enjoy a 
healthy, sustainable planet. Reducing our 
waste can: 
• Conserve resources, raw materials, 

food, water and energy 
• Reduce pollution and ecosystem 

destruction 
• Slow climate change by reducing 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
• Reduce costs 
• Provide jobs and help local economies
• Protecting resources and the 

environment for future generations of 
humans and all life 

Los Alamos has many opportunities to 
divert discarded materials for recycling and 
reuse, but most of our waste (over 75%) 
still goes to the landfill. County residents 
send more than 5,000 tons of trash to the 
landfill each year, over ¼ ton from each 
and every resident! 

REDUCE! — The most effective 
way to reduce waste is through 
conscious consumption choices. Most 
of the waste associated with a product 
occurs before you buy it. With every 
choice we make, each of us has the power 
to create change and make progress in 
reducing waste. Look at what you buy and 
see what you can reduce or eliminate.   

Rethink — Do I really need to 
purchase this item? Could I use something 
I already have? Could I find a used item? 

Refuse — Say No to single-
use straws, bottles, bags, etc. Don’t accept 
freebies (pens, etc.) you don’t need. 

Reexamine — Could I find this 
product with less packaging? Could I 
substitute something that produces less 
waste? Could I grocery shop with a list to 
avoid buying too much food? 

Reflect — Before sending something 
to the landfill, ask: What can I do with 
this item besides sending it to the landfill? 
Can anyone else use it? How can I avoid 
making this waste in the future? 

REUSE! —  Reusing, repairing, re-
homing and composting the discards we 
can’t avoid should always be considered 
before sending waste to the landfill. Invest 
in well-made products, and bring reusable 
bags, water bottles, cups, etc. to avoid 
single-use items. Check second-hand 
sources for used items before buying new. 
Buy products with recycled content. 

RECYCLE RIGHT! —  Recycling 
is still a great thing to do….If you do it right! 
Putting non-recyclables such as plastic bags, 
Styrofoam, and food-contaminated items into 
your recycling bin can result in a whole batch 
of material being land-filled. Use the yard 
trimmings roll the cart to recycle your yard 
waste into mulch and compost. 

For in depth information about Zero Waste, 
Backyard Composting and much more, 
visit the County website here: lacnm.com/
ZeroWaste

No AC? Keep Your House 
Cool Anyway

• Close off parts of your house. If you’re 
not using a room much, close the door. 
When you reduce the size of the areas 
you use, they cool down faster.  

• Close your windows during the 
daylight hours and keep them covered 
to keep the heat out. When sunlight 
shines through your windows, about 
76% of it turns into heat. If you’re 
really serious, consider investing in 
blackout curtains. 

•  Insulate doors that have gaps to the 
outside world. 

• Keep oven and stove use to a 
minimum. Plan menus around  
outdoor grilling and foods that  
don’t require kitchen appliances  
that emit a lot of heat.  

• Replace incandescent light with LEDs.  

• Los Alamos cools off at night so open 
your windows when the sun is down. 

• Be strategic with your fans. Use them to 
move air from cooler areas to warmer 
areas. They don’t actually cool the air, 
they just move it around so think about 
pushing hot air out. Consider putting 
bowls of ice or frozen water bottles in 
front of your fans so they can circulate 
the cold air coming off the ice.  

Are you ready for 
wildfire season?

READY – Be Ready 
Talk to local fire department personnel 
about preparing your home for 
wildland fire threat. 

Work to prepare your property by 
creating defensible space. 
• Clean up or relocate combustible 

material from around your home 
• Keep grass mowed short
• Trim trees and bushes, to allow 

ample space between your home 
and landscape vegetation 

SET – Be alert 
Prepare a go kit:  
include items such as: 
• Prescription medication 
• Emergency supplies  
• Important documents 

Create your own action plan:  
• Plan and practice multiple exit 

routes from your home and 
neighborhood 

• Assign a meeting place in case you 
are separated 

• Make sure you’re familiar with 
your local emergency notification 
and evacuation systems 

GO! – Act early 
• Remain alert and keep yourself 

informed of the situation
• Get your go kit and leave well 

before the impending threat 
reaches your community or 
neighborhood following a planned, 
accessible route

• Cooperate with local authorities 
during evacuation and re-entry 
processes

• Contact your local fire department  
for more information or visit  
www.wildlandfireRSG.org for 
tips and information on how to 
make sure you are wildfire ready 

International Association of Fire Chiefs’ 
Wildland Fire Programs are funded in 
cooperation with the USDA Forest Service. 
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider.

Environmental Sustainability At Home

http://lacnm.com/ZeroWaste
http://lacnm.com/ZeroWaste
http://www.wildlandfireRSG.org
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 In celebration of Earth Day, the Los 
Alamos Department of Public Utilities 
(DPU) is officially launching its Automated 
Metering Self-Service portal, which allows 
customers to check their water, gas, and 
electricity usage on the web at any time 
by going to https://ladpu.com/MyMeters. 
With up-to-date metered use values at their 
fingertips, county residents will be better 
equipped to make decisions about how 
best to reduce consumption, which is better 
not just for their wallets but also for the 
environment. 

DPU customers have been patiently 
waiting for this functionality since DPU 
began replacing meters as part of its 
Automated Metering Infrastructure (AMI) 
project in March 2021. All residential and 
most commercial electric, gas, and water 
meters—about 23,500 of them—have 
been changed out or updated to allow for 
automated readings.  

When logged into the portal, customers 
can see their utility usage daily, weekly, 
monthly, or by customized time periods. 
Hourly usage is also included on the portal 
but is somewhat dependent on whether 
enough of the service is used to register a 
change in the meter on an hourly basis. For 
example, water is measured in 100-gallon 
increments on the meter. Most households 
are not likely to see hourly water changes 
because it may take several hours, or even 
days, to register a 100-gallon change.  

The portal gives customers the opportunity 
to determine when they might be 
consuming the most water, gas and 

electricity and how they might adjust 
habits and chores to use less.   

“I am looking forward to working 
with customers to see how different 
conservation techniques and technologies 
will impact usage data,” said Abbey 
Hayward, DPU’s water and energy 
conservation coordinator. “The portal will 
allow consumers to see nearly real-time 
changes in gas, water, and electric usage. It 
also shows consumption in alignment with 
the weather so we can reasonably deduce 
what usage is firmly tied to temperatures 
and where we might be able to deliberately 
scale back.”  

Additionally, Hayward said she will be 
able to work with customers who have 
made home improvements to see the 
benefits of those efforts. “I can show you 
the month-to-month difference from when 
we put in attic insulation, for example, or 
for those residents with air conditioners, 
you will be able to see almost hour-to-hour 
how different air conditioning settings are 
affecting your usage.”  

Consumers can export usage data and 
play around with graphs to show potential 
changes with bigger conservation efforts 
such as adding solar panels or swapping 
a gas stove for an induction version, 
Hayward said. “I’m hoping to work on 
some sort of calculator to make it easier for 
customers to see what these changes will 
look like in usage and dollar amounts.” 

Instructions to set up accounts on the portal 
are at https://ladpu.com/Step1. 

DPU HAS GOALS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE!
1. Be a carbon neutral electric provider by 2040.

More than 20% of DPU’s energy generated is renewable. It comes from two 
county-owned hydroelectric plants, a federal hydroelectric entitlement, and the solar 
array on the capped landfill. A power purchase agreement with Uniper Global will 
provide an additional 15 MWs of New Mexico wind and solar power to Los 
Alamos this year. Additionally, Los Alamos is a partner in the Carbon-Free Power 
Project (CFPP), a proposed nuclear electric generation facility to be constructed at 
Idaho National Laboratory that will utilize small modular reactor technology 
developed by NuScale Power.

2. Provide Class 1A effluent water in Los Alamos County.
A new Wastewater Treatment Facility is under construction in White Rock and a new 
filtration treatment process will be constructed this year in Los Alamos. Once these 
projects are complete, DPU will meet this goal. Effluent water is used to irrigate the 
fields at Overlook Park, the Los Alamos Golf Course, and the ball fields and soccer 
fields on North Mesa.

Reduce natural gas usage by 5% per capita per heating degree day 
by 2030* and support elimination of natural gas usage by 2070.

3.

Natural gas is a resource that emits carbon dioxide. DPU has already met a previous 
goal to reduce average gas consumption by 3 percent in terms of therms per capita per 
heating degree day**. 

           * using 2020 data as the baseline                 ** using 2006 data as the baseline

Promote electric efficiency through targeted electric 
conservation programs.
LED lighting produces less waste light and more useful lumens than other lighting 
technologies. Useful lumens are a measure of the amount of lighting emitted for each 
unit of power (or watt) used by light bulbs. Those who haven’t switched to LED lighting 
yet may stop by the Customer Care Center for a free light bulb or night light so they 
can try it before they buy it. 

Reduce potable water use by 
12% per capita per day by 
2030.*

4.

5.

Reducing water use in a dry climate is 
tough. DPU’s water rule W-8 requests that 
customers water their yards on a schedule 
determined by address numbers. While 
following this guidance is a choice, it is 
one way that we can all work together to 
reduce water consumption throughout Los 
Alamos County. 
             * using 2020 data as the baseline

#EarthDay2022   #InvestInOurPlanet    
ladpu.com/DPU        @DPU1968         @LADPU

DPU Launches Automated Meter Portal 

Through its membership with the Utah 
Associated Municipal Power Systems 
(UAMPS), the Los Alamos Department of 
Public Utilities (DPU) is participating in 
the Carbon Free Power Project (CFPP) as 
a generation resource option.  

The CFPP is a 462-megawatt nuclear 
generating station to be constructed at Idaho 
National Laboratory using small modular 
reactor (SMR) technology developed 
by NuScale Power.  DPU is currently 
subscribed for 2.15 megawatts based on an 
investment cap of $1.26 million approved 
by the Board of Public Utilities and the Los 
Alamos County Council. 

The NuScale VOYGR power plant design 
incorporates multiple modules that will 
each operate independently. It is scalable up 
to 12 modules. The CFPP will deploy six 
modules, each of which will incorporate the 
components for steam generation and heat 
exchange into a single integrated unit. 

The project, which is expected to be 
complete in 2030, promises a long-
term, dispatchable source of carbon-free 
electricity to replace fossil fuel generation. 

The CFPP, coupled with renewable 
sources of energy like wind and solar, 
plays a significant role in transitioning 
to a zero-emission future. One of DPU’s 
environmental sustainability goals is to be 
a carbon-neutral electric provider by 2040. 

The timeline for development of the CFPP 
is as follows:
• 2021 - 2024: Combined Operating 

License Application (COLA) 
development 

• 2024 – 2026: COLA U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) review 

• 2024 – 2026: Site development 
• 2026 – 2030: Construction 
• 2029: 1st unit commercial operation 
• 2030: 6th unit commercial operation

Nuclear Technology Provides 
Path Toward Carbon Neutrality

Seeking Nominations For 2022 Zero 
Waste Champions Of The Year

Do you know of an organization within 
Los Alamos County that is a Zero Waste 
rock star and goes above and beyond to 
implement sustainable environmental 
practices daily? Nominate them for the Zero 
Waste Champion of the Year awards and 
help us acknowledge them for promoting 
zero waste in the community! 

To promote environmental sustainability 
and zero waste in the County, as well 
as to encourage more local businesses 
and schools to participate in zero waste 
efforts, Environmental Services and the 
Environmental Sustainability Board are 
sponsoring the 2022 Zero Waste Champion 
of the Year award.  

To be eligible, organizations must be 
nominated by a member of the community 
for contributing to sustainability, recycling 
and waste reduction. The nominees are 
required to submit a brief overview about 
how the organization recycled, reduced 
waste, conserved energy or water, and 
contributed to environmental sustainability. 

This year’s categories include:  
•     Schools 
•     Non-Profit Business 
•     Small Business (< 200 employees) 
•     Large Business (> 200 employees) 
•     Restaurant 

Nominations will be accepted through 
May 16. The public will then vote for their 
favorite between May 17 – 25, and the 
winners will be announced at the Chamber 
Business Awards on June 3, 2022. A press 
release will be published acknowledging 
the 2022 Zero Waste Champion of the 
Year award winners. Additionally, the 
organization will receive a framed certificate 
and unique window decal noting the 
organizations ‘2022 Zero Waste Champion 
of the Year’ status. 

Nomination forms are due on or before May 
16, 2022. Forms are available online at:  
lacnm.com/ESD-Events 

Completed forms must be emailed to sonja.
martinez@lacnm.us or faxed to (505) 662-
8051. For more information contact Sonja 
Martinez at (505) 662-8163.

https://ladpu.com/MyMeters
https://ladpu.com/Step1
http://lacnm.com/ESD-Events
mailto:sonja.martinez@lacnm.us
mailto:sonja.martinez@lacnm.us

